Guiding Star Grange #1    February 7, 2006 



Meeting #1904

11 members present 4 guests                                                           

Meeting opened in full form at 7:35pm with David Kaynor, Master pro-tem in the chair.

Officers: 

Master—absent (David Kaynor)


Treasurer—Richard Henry

Asst. Master—absent




Secretary—Ruth Ellen Henry

Overseer—Norma Patten



Gatekeeper—Michael O’Connor

Lecturer—absent




Ceres—absent

Steward—Liz Toffey




Pomona—absent

Asst. Steward—David Kaynor (Jonathan Webster)
Flora--absent

LA Steward—Becky Hollingsworth


Exec Comm.-1 yr. absent

Chaplain—Barry Montgomery 



           2yr. David Kaynor

Musician—absent (David Kaynor) 



           3yr. Rick Kelley

Records of last meeting were read and accepted.

The Charter was draped in loving memory of former member Irene Wood who passed away on January 31 at 100 years old. Remembrances were shared of her dedication and smiling face.

Treasurer's report: Balance in checkbook $2238.78. The water/sewer bill and insurance renewals should be coming soon. The building account has $66,360.18 + $2000 received tonight.
Building: Liz T—Kitchen design has been approved by Greenfield health department. The grease drain will go into the furnace room. The boiler was moved to make run for the mop sink. The inspector gave a complete information packet. The trenches for the plumbing have been filled in with cement. The electrical inspector has been here. The insulation will go up next. The tile will be installed in March as well as the washable wall tile. Becky H. and Liz went to Kittredge Kitchens to see appliances. The goal for completion is in the spring. 

Corrections to the heating system wiring were made and all the thermostats have been reset. All the radiators are set at 5 for a month or so to decide the best heat setting. They are locked for the testing period. One radiator in the main hall had been plumbed to the wrong zone. There is an automatic program to reduce the system from 1am to 8am. There is damage to a radiator in the entrance hall caused by a guest sitting on it. The bracket needs repair. 

The new, coated wiring only worked on the main floor for the fire alarm problems. The tin ceiling in the dining hall may be acting as an antenna. The system has been shut down for testing so the problem can be identified using the old sensors. A distress mode happens instead of calling the fire department and might determine if it’s their tie-in. Data collectors are installed on the panel. Com-tel and the fire captain have spent lots of time in an attempt to solve this issue.

The gas range will not have to be vented through the roof saving about $3000. 

The sprinkler system requirement is still on hold after a letter to Bldg. Insp., Bruce Austin stating our reasons for an exemption. Barry M. reminds us that we need to send a monthly letter to the fire dept. informing them of the rentals at our hall. Dick H. feels we are not required to do so after speaking with them. 

FGSG: Norma P—they can are interested in the 3rd Friday dances and there will be a dance for “experienced” dancers the 1st Sunday in April.

February 7, 2006 cont.

Rental: Becky H—the committee has recapped the records of the meeting held 2 years ago when a procedure was attempted. A list of criteria such as membership, benefits to the community, etc. should be considered for anyone wishing a permanent rental. All those who are interested will be asked to submit a proposal in writing and will be allowed to attend a committee meeting. A posting on the website showing interest in a permanent might be available. The 3rd Friday may be split among those wishing for the time slot as an interim plan until a decision can be reached.

Capital Campaign: Norma P—has given a check for $2000 for the treasury. 

“Ladder”: Rachel Roy—suggests a space on the stage near the piano but hopes to have the stations moved from the northwest storage room so it can be kept there instead. 

Proposals for membership: 

Rachel Roy of Greenfield recommended by Liz Toffey and Becky Hollingsworth. 

Correspondence: 

Mass State Grange testimonial for Master Calvin Chase will be March 31 ($35).

National Grange sent information about Grange Month and newspaper.

New business: 
Voted to accept Rachel Roy in full membership

Voted to buy all our appliances from Kittredge Kitchens for approximately $28,000. 

Barry M. wonders if accountings of past and future costs have been done.

Voted to extend the mandate of the rental committee to choose interim renters for the 3rd Fridays if necessary to maintain continuity of rental income. 

Barry M. hopes the choice will take into consideration the young dancers who would come to dance to their favorite bands. 

A motion was made but defeated to devise an email or other system to create a questionnaire about available bands since letters can already be presented requesting rental time. 

Lecturer’s program: Members shared books of interest including “Glory and the Dream” and “The Book of Hiram”

Suggestions for the good of the order:

-Connecticut Valley Pomona cancelled the meeting in January due to a snowstorm. The meeting in February will be held in Shelburne at 11am with dignitaries from the State Grange. Our own Liz Toffey will present the program about English gardens. 

-Barry M is concerned about renting to the church that meets on Sundays because their values do not reflect ours. Ruth H. feels we would be asking too much of the business manager to investigate such matters about all our renters and would set a precedent that we may regret. 

-Becky H. suggests returning to having refreshments after our meetings in order to allow casual conversation.   

-The new annual word has been received but will be presented next month when our Master can be here. 

Grange closed at 9:45pm

Respectfully submitted, 



Ruth Ellen M. Henry, Secretary



(corrected after meeting)

