Guiding Star Grange #1    January 3, 2006 



Meeting #1903

9 members present 2 guest                                                           Potluck on the stage

Meeting opened informally on the stage at 7:40 PM by Worthy Master David Cantieni 

Officers: 

Master—David Cantienni



Treasurer—Richard Henry

Asst. Master—absent




Secretary—Ruth Ellen Henry

Overseer—Norma Patten



Gatekeeper—absent 

Lecturer—Alison First



Ceres—absent

Steward—Liz Toffey




Pomona—absent

Asst. Steward—David Kaynor


Flora--absent

LA Steward—Becky Hollingsworth


Exec Comm.-1 yr. absent

Chaplain—Barry Montgomery 



           2yr. David Kaynor

Musician—absent 





           3yr. absent

Records of last meeting were read and accepted.

Treasurer's report: Balance in checkbook $1613.37 included January $2530 rental deposit. The Knox key box was $246. The building account balance is $66,337.72.
Building: Liz T—Questions about the air exhaust system have arisen about improving airflow without opening windows and whether the new furnace has an air intake pipe and is there antifreeze in the pipes. Dancers would like to open the tops of the windows because the benefit of the new ceiling vent is not understood. There is a suggestion to use the large stage vent to create an air intake. The new thermostats will have cards placed close by with instructions. Com-tel has yet to remove the old alarm box. Questions have arisen concerning the use of wireless microphones interfering with the alarm system. The $2250 received from Smith-Barney Brokerage should have been $250. Norma P, treas. of the Capital Campaign was able to return the difference since she had held a “cautionary” balance in the account. Income from the Blue Box is $141. The kitchen plumbing requires a 4” grease drain but the pipe in the middle of the floor is too small. There is one in the men’s room that will be reached via a trench. Rick Kelley has been doing maintenance work.

Correspondence: State Grange sent 3 directory supplements and envelopes for the quarterly reports. National Grange sent information about plans for the cruise, deposits due 2/1.
David Kaynor sent an email to Stuart, Dick and Ruth December 5 restating his original request for the night, 3rd Friday’s or any other weekend night.

January 3, 2006 cont.

New business: The tall ladder was left in the northwest storage closet blocking access to the Grange stations for tonight’s meeting so a new spot should be found. The dance bands often use it so it should be kept in a handy location. 

Barry Montgomery feels we should revisit the original doctrine of the Grange as regards to reaching our community’s needs. He suggests offering housing to teenagers in some way. 

Bill Tomczak has, once again, made it known via email to some members that he will end his 3rd Friday rental in April since he has been living out of state. 

Voted that we engage Rick Kelley as our handyman at $20 an hour.

Voted to appoint Rachel Roy in charge of deciding where the ladder should be stored. (She is our guest who helps with decorating for dances)

Voted to stick to the prayer as written in the manual. (Members voiced their discomfort with the lengthy prayers read during meetings creating an atmosphere of religious preaching,)

Voted to instruct the rental committee to meet before the next meeting. 

Lecturer’s program: Members shared information about environmental issues. Books suggested include “Tree” about the history of a Douglas Fir, “Particle Summer” about moths and butterflies, and a DVD set of movies “The Blue World” about life in the seas. Internet sites include “Google Earth”, “Trustees. Org”, or just go to Google on the Internet and search “environment”. Local points of interest are the many hiking trails including Highland Park in Greenfield and Mt. Toby cave in Sunderland. Harvard Forest in Petersham has a museum featuring photographs of New England farmland in the 1800’s. 

Suggestions for the good of the order: We should put magazines about the environment in the restrooms now that they are no longer cold!

Anyone needing a reliable place to have a computer repaired might consider GnTek on Main St.

We should make contact with people who can work on establishing more nature walkways.

Everyone should look at lock box now installed on the outside of the building.

Respectfully submitted, 

Grange closed in form at. 9:55

Ruth Ellen M. Henry, Secretary



(corrected after meeting.)

